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u Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity, Inc. (AEPi), a Jewish college fraternity, has

selected seven new philanthropy partnerships. AEPi has pledged to donate
$100,000 to each of these organizations over the next seven years. At the con-
vention, the fraternity—undergraduate and alumni—celebrated the fulfillment
of a $225,000, four year commitment to Shaare Zedek Hospital in Jerusalem,
Chai Lifeline, and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. Delegates from 140
college campuses in United States, Canada, and Israel were tasked with choos-
ing three new organizations to support for the same amount of money. Unable
to choose just three, the delegates agreed unanimously to fund all seven of the
causes over the next seven years. The fraternity has pledged to raise $100,000
for each of the following organizations over the next seven years: Sharsheret
(Supporting Jewish women with breast cancer); Keshet (Supporting special
needs children and young adults); Leket Israel (A foodbank in Israel); Save
a Child’s Heart (Cardiac care for children in developing countries); Friends
of the IDF (Supporting Israeli veterans); ELEM (Supporting at-risk youth in
Israel); and Jewish National Fund (Developing Israeli land and infrastructure).
Pictured is Keshet CEO Abbie Weisberg with fraternity brothers from AEPi,
who will donate $100,000 to Keshet to be paid out over seven years. Keshet is
a partner in serving our community, supported by JUF/JF.

B Two Chicago-area educators,
Rabbi Ruven Barkan and Miri-
am Kass, were recently awarded
the Grinspoon-Steinhardt Award—
presented by the Jewish Educa-
tion Service of North America
(JESNA) in partnership with the
Harold Grinspoon Foundation and
the Steinhardt Foundation for Jew-
ish Life and celebrating excellence
in Jewish education.

Kass is a third and fourth grade
teacher at Akiba-Schechter Jewish
Day School. Kass, who attended
Akiba-Schechter as a child and
whose two daughters currently
attend the school as well, was
selected for the award for her over-
all excellence as an educator as
well as her strong leadership skills
in building the Akiba-Schechter
and greater Hyde Park Jewish com-
munity. Currently, she serves as
the Vice President of Education at
Congregation Rodfei Zedek.

Barkan, Chicagoland Jewish
High School Rabbi-in-Residence,
has been a member of the CJHS
faculty since the school’s founding

2
® Recently, Lili Gray, director of
Adult, Child and Family Therapy
at Jewish Child & Family Services
(JCFS), was invited to appear on
the WCIU, Channel 26 morning
show, You & Me This Morning,
to talk about helping parents to get
their kids to eat their veggies. She
and talk show host Melissa Forman
had a fun, but informative exchange
about minimizing power struggles
with kids around food. Gray’s
insights were so helpful that WCIU
asked her back to talk about chal-
lenges about kids and sleep. Gray
relayed, “Research indicates that
among sleep habits, having a regu-
lar bedtime was the most consistent
predictor of positive developmen-
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My Kids to serv&
with an ill paren

CHAI LIFELINE'S newest proj-

ect, My Kids, created through the -

vision of Miriam Isenberg, lauriched
recently. The MY stands for Miri-
am Yocheved—and, in Isenberg’s
words, “it’s Chai Lifeline when
the sick individual is a parent, not
a child. That’s the easiest way to
describe it,” ‘

Since 1987, Chai Lifeline has
addressed the emotional, social, and
financial needs of seriously ill chil-
dren, their families, and communi-
ties by restoring normalcy to family
life, and better enabling families to
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